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The Story of Hanukkah

A long, long time ago in the land of Israel, the most special place for the
Jewish people was the Temple (synagogue) in Jerusalem. The Temple
contained many beautiful objects, including a tall, golden menorah. Unlike
menorahs of today, this one had seven (rather than nine) branches. Instead
of being lit by candles or light bulbs, this menorah burned oil. Every
evening, oil would be poured into the cups that sat on top of the menorah.
The Temple would be filled with shimmering light.

At the time of the Hanukkah story, a mean king named Antiochus ruled over the land of Israel. “| don'’t like these
Jewish people,” declared Antiochus. “They are so different from me. | don’t celebrate Shabbat or read from the
Torah, so why should they?” Antiochus made many new, cruel rules. “No more celebrating Shabbat! No more
going to the Temple, and no more Torah!” shouted Antiochus. He told his guards to go into the Temple and
make a mess. They brought mud, stones, and garbage into the Temple. They broke furniture and knocked
things down; they smashed the jars of oil that were used to light the menorah

Antiochus and his soldiers made the Jews feel sad and angry. A Jewish man named Judah Maccabee said, “We
must stop Antiochus! We must think of ways to make him leave the land of Israel.” At first, Judah’s followers,
called the Maccabees, were afraid. “Judah,” they said, “Antiochus has so many soldiers. His soldiers carry such
big weapons and he uses huge elephants to fight his battles! How can we Jews, who don’t have weapons, fight
against him?” Judah said, “If we think very hard and plan very carefully, we will be able to defeat him.” It took a
long time, but at last the Maccabees chased Antiochus and his men out of Israel.

As soon as Antiochus and his soldiers were gone, the Jewish people ran to Jerusalem to clean their Temple.
What a mess! The beautiful menorah was gone, and the floor was covered with trash, broken furniture, and
pieces from the shattered jars of oil. The Maccabees built a new menorah. At first they worried that they would
not be able to light their new menorah, but they searched and searched, until at last they found one tiny jar of
oil — enough to light the menorah for just one evening. The Maccabees knew that it would be at least eight days
before they could get more oil, but they lit the menorah anyway. To their surprise, this little jar of oil burned for
eight days. The Jewish people could not believe their good fortune. First, their small army had chased away
Antiochus’ large army, and now the tiny jar of oil had lasted for eight whole days!

The Jewish people prayed and thanked God for these miracles. Every year during Hanukkah, Jews light
menorahs for eight days to remember the miracles that happened long ago.

: © . . N
m Library” ¢ Sy s

in the Greater Palm Beaches

To learn more, visit pjlibrary.org/hanukkah




How to Play Dreidel

Supplies:

Dreidel

At least 10 tokens per player
(tokens can be any small

item — dried beans, chocolate
coins, pennies, etc.) &

To set up, distribute the tokens evenly among the players.

Arrange yourselves in a circle. Have each player put one of their
tokens into the center — the “pot.”

Now take turns spinning the dreidel. When it lands, the letter
facing up will tell the player what to do:

) Nun: Nothing. Don't take from or add to the pot.
) Gimel: All. Take all of the tokens from the pot.
ﬂ Hay: Half out. Take half of the tokens from the pot.

w Shin: One in. Add one token to the pot.

Anytime the pot is emptied, each player puts one
token back in before the next person spins. As
players run out of tokens, they're out — and the last
person remaining is the winner!

@iy @Library



sayorag wied 19)eal) ay) ul

ALNNOD HOVId WVd 40

yeyynuey/bro Axexqrild o) ob srow uies) o], OB, QmTS@H, \\ 7] _ >;— a;—nml— B

di@ce TURLIL (RECL é0iced EL @g Geéu
ELEl REU -0 N-¢lett Gék 0/iéa R@L

@t tdeace Lotk Zral Gru
ELLL NEU - R-¢LCt Uil Crica

"'S9|pued yexpinuey
asay} 3ysi| 03 sn 3uiyoea)

10} pue |e1oads saAl| JNO ayew
1ey3 sa|nJ sn SUIAIZ 10} NOA Yuey)
‘pP]4OM JNO JO JOjealI) ‘poY JeaQ

Judwow jueyijoduwl

SIY} ©1BJg9|9D UBD OM OS dAl|e
sn 3uidaay 4104 NOA yueyy ta.a ¢NTilct Eta o eral Gru

‘P|4OM INO JO JO}eBID ‘POL) Jea( ELLE REU - N-¢lCt Gk 0riéa @k@u

‘yazey uewze|

nue,I31Yan

nuewoaA oA
nueAayooayays

‘wejo,ey Yyds[aw nuiayo|3
‘leuopy eje yonieg

‘Mou pue oge 3uo|

‘$J01$90UB JUNO U0} SajoeliW
guiwuioyiad 4oy noA yueyy ‘plaom
JNo JO Joleal) ‘poy Jea(

yexynueH
[oys J1au Yi|peya| NUBAIZ1SA
ABJOAZIIWSQ NUeYSapIY Jayse
‘Wejo,ey yos|ow nuiayo|3
‘leuopy eje yonieg

yazey
uewzeq wisyey wiweAeq

nuleloAe| WISIU ese yays
‘wejo,ey yos|ow nuiayo|3
‘leuopy ele yonieg

'S9]10BITW 10] dUO
pue ‘sajpued ayi
bunyybn 103 suo

— sbuissa|q om)
Kes uay], 1s11]

‘Hburye1qa)ad 107 buissalq piIyl e ppe
‘yexnuey jo 1ybiu 18113 9yl s,31 J1

"Jyb1u yoes pappe 191 9} U0 ‘91pued ‘@1pued 1adjay 2y
91pued a1ow auo 1SoMaUu o1 1IM Hurirels ‘se|pued ‘yseweys syl 1ybrg
UM '3y9] 03 WBIx 19110 93 yb1| 03 ysewreys ayy asn)

wio1j yeiousw
a1 ut paoseid
91e s9|pued ay],

Jeiousaw yepinueH oyl bunybriy

18 B yexpnuey Addey



Telp us Wish le a

@0@7 Hanw // /
Print out one or all 0 coloring pages & cut

each page in half. There are designs for all
ages to color -kids, tweens, teens & adults!

Color each side.

Fold two or more pieces of construction paper
in half.

Glue one colored side to the front of each
folded construction paper card.

Write a short Hanukkah note inside each card,
or write your name inside.

Mail completed cards to us by December 12:

JVC/Jewish Volunteer Center
1 Harvard Circle, Suite 100
West Palm Beach, FL. 33409
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| Family Engagement & Outreach

Erika Simon
Assistant Director, Family Engagement & Outreach
erika.simon@jewishpalmbeach.org
561.209.2616
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