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The Story of Hanukkah

A long, long time ago in the land of Israel, the most special place for the
Jewish people was the Temple (synagogue) in Jerusalem. The Temple
contained many beautiful objects, including a tall, golden menorah. Unlike
menorahs of today, this one had seven (rather than nine) branches. Instead
of being lit by candles or light bulbs, this menorah burned oil. Every
evening, oil would be poured into the cups that sat on top of the menorah.
The Temple would be filled with shimmering light.

At the time of the Hanukkah story, a mean king named Antiochus ruled over the land of Israel. “| don’t like these
Jewish people,” declared Antiochus. “They are so different from me. | don’t celebrate Shabbat or read from the
Torah, so why should they?” Antiochus made many new, cruel rules. “No more celebrating Shabbat! No more
going to the Temple, and no more Torah!” shouted Antiochus. He told his guards to go into the Temple and
make a mess. They brought mud, stones, and garbage into the Temple. They broke furniture and knocked
things down; they smashed the jars of oil that were used to light the menorah

Antiochus and his soldiers made the Jews feel sad and angry. A Jewish man named Judah Maccabee said, “We
must stop Antiochus! We must think of ways to make him leave the land of Israel.” At first, Judah’s followers,
called the Maccabees, were afraid. “Judah,” they said, “Antiochus has so many soldiers. His soldiers carry such
big weapons and he uses huge elephants to fight his battles! How can we Jews, who don’t have weapons, fight
against him?” Judah said, “If we think very hard and plan very carefully, we will be able to defeat him.” It took a
long time, but at last the Maccabees chased Antiochus and his men out of Israel.

As soon as Antiochus and his soldiers were gone, the Jewish people ran to Jerusalem to clean their Temple.
What a mess! The beautiful menorah was gone, and the floor was covered with trash, broken furniture, and
pieces from the shattered jars of oil. The Maccabees built a new menorah. At first they worried that they would
not be able to light their new menorah, but they searched and searched, until at last they found one tiny jar of
oil — enough to light the menorah for just one evening. The Maccabees knew that it would be at least eight days
before they could get more oil, but they lit the menorah anyway. To their surprise, this little jar of oil burned for
eight days. The Jewish people could not believe their good fortune. First, their small army had chased away
Antiochus’ large army, and now the tiny jar of oil had lasted for eight whole days!

The Jewish people prayed and thanked God for these miracles. Every year during Hanukkah, Jews light
menorahs for eight days to remember the miracles that happened long ago.
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To learn more, visit pjlibrary.org/hanukkah




How to Play Dreidel

Supplies:

Dreidel

At least 10 tokens per player
(tokens can be any small

item — dried beans, chocolate
coins, pennies, etc.) &

To set up, distribute the tokens evenly among the players.

Arrange yourselves in a circle. Have each player put one of their
tokens into the center — the “pot.”

Now take turns spinning the dreidel. When it lands, the letter
facing up will tell the player what to do:

) Nun: Nothing. Don't take from or add to the pot.
) Gimel: All. Take all of the tokens from the pot.
ﬂ Hay: Half out. Take half of the tokens from the pot.

w Shin: One in. Add one token to the pot.

Anytime the pot is emptied, each player puts one
token back in before the next person spins. As
players run out of tokens, they're out — and the last
person remaining is the winner!
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® Print out one or all of the coloring pages & cut each
page in half. There are desu%ns for all ages to color -
kids, tweens, teens & adults!
Color each side.
Fold two or more pieces of construction paper in half.

Glue one colored side to the front of each folded
construction paper card.

Write a short Hanukkah note inside each card, or write
your name inside.

Mail completed cards to us by December 18:
JVC/Jewish Volunteer Center
1 Harvard Circle, Suite 100
West Palm Beach, FL. 33409
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Dorothy & Sidney Kohl
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OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

Connect with us Sign up for our free
HERE programs HERE
PjLibrary FamLee pilibrarypalmbeaches WAY@
r e o [5] E_l_ s El--aq@
: e

Sign up to volunteer for
8 Days 8 Ways HERE

Dorothy & Sidn wxom%
()
()

Jew sh Volunteer Center

For more great resources, visit:

jewishpb.org/hanukkah




	2024 JVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet Cover (1).pdf
	2024 Full KJVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	2021 use if posting for others to print Full JVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet for Fed Website.pdf
	2021 use if posting for others to print Full JVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	use if posting for others to print Full JVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	use if posting for others to print Full JVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	use if posting for others to print Full JVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	use if posting for others to print Full JVC PJ Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	Full Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	Full Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	Full Hanukkah Activity Packet.pdf
	Binder1.pdf
	PJ Library The Story of Hanukkah with logos.pdf
	PJ Library How to Play Dreidel flyer with logos.pdf
	PJ Library Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah.pdf











	2024 PJ KJVC Hanukkah packet back cover.pdf
	2024 KJVC PJ Hanukkah Cards Coloring Instructions.pdf
	PJ KJVC Hanukkah Coloring Pages (1).pdf



